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SUBJECT: ACHEAMPONG ANNOUNCES REFERENDUM ON UNION GOVT 

1 . IN 0600 HRS BROADCAST TO NATION TODAY GHANAIAN HEAD 

OF STATE GEN I.K. ACHEAMPONG ANNOUNCED AD HOC COMMITTEE ON 
UNION GOVT WILL SUBMIT ITS REPORT TO THE PUBLIC IN THREE 
MONTHS AND THAT A NATIONAL REFERENDUM OF THE FUTURE GOVT 
WILL BE HELD IN SIX MONTHS. HE REFERRED TO FUTURE GOVT AS 
"UNION" 94 "NATIONAL" GOVT, WHATEVER THE PEOPLE WANT. 

ACHEAMPONG ALSO ASSURED THE PUBLIC THAT HE WAS NOT ATTEMPTING 
TO PERPETUATE MILITARY RULE AND IF THE ARMY OR POLICE ARE 
TO BE IN A FUTURE GOVT IT WOULD BE THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE. HE 
ADDED THAT IF REFERENDUM FAVORS THE FORMATION OF A CONSTITUENT 
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ASSEMBLY THIS WILL BE DONE. ELECTIONS COULD THEN FOLLOW. THE 
GOVT'S CONCERN IS ONLY THAT THE TRANSFER OF POWER BE PEACEFUL AND 
ORDERLY. ACHEAMPONG ALSO DEVOTED A SECTION OF HIS SPEECH TO 
STANDARD ATTACKS ON NATION-WRECKERS AND DESTAB ILIZARS - REFERENCE 
TO STRIKING PROFESSIONALS, APPRAENTLY. 

2. 1 JULY PAPERS (PUBLISHED DESPITE THE FACT 1 JULY 
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IS HOLIDAY - REPUBLIC DAY- ANNOUNCED NEW MINIMUM WAGE 
OF FOUR CEDIS DAILY, A WHOPPING ALMOST FIFTY PERCENT INCREASE 
OVER PREVIOUS MINIMUM WAGE OF TWO CEDIS SEVENTY PESEWAS 
WHICH HAS BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE LAST YEAR. 

3. NO SURPRISINGLY NEWSPAPERS SIMULTANEOUSLY RAN 
ARTICLES QUOTING GHANA TRADES UNION CONGRESS'S (TUC) 

APPEAL TO PROFESSIONAL BODIES (DOCTORS, LAWYERS, ENGINEERS, 

ETC) NOT TO STRIKE AS THREATENED. STRIKE WOULD 

IMPOSE HUMAN SUFFERING TUC SAID. STRIKE WAS TO GO INTO 
EFFECT TODAY AND REMAIN IN FORCE UNTIL GOVT STEPS DOWN. 

TUC ALSO APPEALED TO GOVT TO SHOW MAGNANIMITY TOWARDS 
PROFESSIONALS AND OPEN A DIALOGUE WITH THEM. 

4. COMMENT: MINIMUM WAGE HIKE WAS MOST LIKELY A QUID PRO QUO 
FOR TUC’S SUPPORT AT A TIME WHEN ALMOST EVERYONE IS EXPRESSING 
AT LEAST DISTASTE FOR THE MILITARY GOVT. BUT WITH INFLATION 
ALREADY MORE THAN EIGHTY PERCENT THE RAISE IS BOUND TO INCREASE 
DESTABILIZATION IN THE LONE RUN. ANNOUNCEMENT OF PLANNED 
REFERENDUM IS ALSO PROBABLY A DIRECT REACTION TO THE 
WIDESPREAD DISAFFECTION WITH THE REGIME SINCE PREVIOUS INDICATONS 
HAVE BEEN THAT "UNION GOVT" WOULD INVOLVE ONLY COSMETIC CHANGES. 
IT IS TOO SOON TO MEASURE PUBLIC REACTION TO THE ABOVE, BUT 

IT APPEARS TO US THAT ACHEAMPONG MAY WELL HAVE SUCCEEDED IN 
BUYING HIMSELF SOME MORE TIME. 

SMITH 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 ACCRA 05042 011300Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFERENDUMS, FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ACCRA05042 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D770235-0558 
Format: TEL 
From: ACCRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977071 00/aaaadjac. tel 

Line Count: 94 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: c2fd8662-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1723817 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ACHEAMPONG ANNOUNCES REFERENDUM ON UNION GOVT 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, PGOV, GH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/c2fd8662-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



